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THE 


NON-CONFORMISTS 


PLEA 


FOR 


UNIFORMITY: 


gd N the Book called The Harmonions 
conſent of the Miniſter: of the Pro- 
vince, within the County Paidtine of 
Lamncaſier,with their Reverend Bre- 
thren,the Minifters of the Prowince of 
London in heir late Teſtimony to the 
Truth of Jeſus Ehriſt . printed inthe 
Year 1648, and ſubſcribed by 84 
Mioiſters, whoſe names are printed with the ſaid book; 
we have theſe expreſſions among ſeveral others tothe 
like purpoſe. pag. I 1, 12, 13+ 
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| Pagels, | ' For cur own parts, as we can never ſufficiently ad. 
' © mire and wonder, that any, that have taken the ſo- 
© lemn Leagxe and Coverantzcould either have ſo quick- 
 Iy forgotten it,or elſe imagin that the eſtabliſhing a 
© Toleration of Hereſy and Schiſm by a Law,ſhould be the 
© way toextirpatethem ; ſoalſo here we ſhall take oc» 
* caſion to declare, what our apprehenfjons are concer- 
* ping {uch a To/eratzon. 

* We have ſearched the Scriptures, looked as impar- 
* tially as we could into thoſe authertick Records, and 
*yet we cannot find, that ever ſuch a thing was praCtt- 
*{ed with approbation from God, from the time that 
* Adam was created upon the Earth, unto the ſealing 
* upof the ſacred Yolume : but on the contrary,that 
© thoſe were blamed, reprehended and checked, that 
* id bur continue and wink at the practiſe of thoſe 
* things that were diſpleaſing unto God ; that the not 
ak 1, © raking away the high places is mentioned as a defect 
1520, ” *in their Reformation,ot whom yet God gives teſtimo- 
 1King. 15. 14. © ny, that their hearts were upright,and that thoſe that 
| 4 wn 33* ©quite took all away that was diltaſtful to him, were 
| 2 Chron. 17.6, © by God himſelf highly honour'd, and much commer 
'31+1- 54:34 © ded, And therefore we cannot ſee how ſuch a kind of 
| © Toleration as is endeavored after in theſe times, can 
*2ny way conlift with a through Reformation accord- 
ing to the Yord of God; there being nothing more 

* contrary to Reformation then Toleration. 
© A Toleration would be the putting of a Sword into 
*a Mad-man's hand, a cup of poyſon into the hand of a 
* child; a letting looſe of Mad men with Fire-brand:s 
C in their hands;an appointing a Czty of Kefwge in mens 
© Conſciences for the Devil to flyto; a laying of the . 
tumbling block before the blind ; a proclaiming li- 
*berty to the Wolves ro come into Chriſt's fold to prey 
upon 


| pag, 12, 5 


fo} Uniformity. 3 


© upon the Lambs, A Toleration of Soul-murder (the 
©oreateſt murder of all) and for the eſtabliſhing 
* whereof damned Souls in Hel/ would accurſe men 
© on Earth, Neither would it be to provide for ten- 
* d*r Conſciences , but to take away all Conſcience, If 
Ce] be ſuffered,it will not ſuffergood; it error be not 
* forcibly kept under, it will be ſuperior, 

© The eſtabliſhing of a Toleration would make us P93: 
* become the abhorring and loathing of all nations ; 
fand being ſo palpable a breach of our Covenant , 

* would be the high road-way to lay England: glory 

*inthe duſt, and awaken againſt us the Lord of Hoſts 

* co bring a Sword upon us, toavenge the Quarrel of Qu. 26.25 
© his Covenant, A Toleration added to our other 

* fins would make us to God an intolerable burthen 3 

* He would doubtleſs think of eaſing himſelf, he would 

© be weary of Repeatiog. : 

In the, Book called 4 Vindication of the Presbiterial 

Government and Miniſlry ; Publiſhed by the Miniſters 
and Elders met together in a Provincial Aſiembly , 
Novemb. 2. 1549. licenſel, entred and printed accord- 
ing t» order , in the year 1650, We have thele expreſ- 
lions among ſeveral of the like nature. page. 124g 
I 40. 

* That DoQrine that cryeth up Purity to the ruine P32 — 
© of Vni'y is contia'y to the DoCEtrine of the Goſpel; - =p agg 
* for the Goſpel calleth for Unity as well as Purity : and Eph-4-3,4:5» 
© Chriſt prayed for the Unity of the Church as well as (7, ,- 21,22. 
* the Holineſs, Andit is propheſied of che times of the Jer.32-29- 
© Goſpel , That in thoſe days God will give his people one ©P"-39- 
© way to ſerve him with one conſent, This Rule will 
©teach you what to judge of the Congregational way 3 
© for certainly that Religion that carrieth in the fron 
© of it a Toleration of difizrent Relzgions , and is not 

ſuffici- 


| | page 140. 


| | Page 5&e 
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* ſufficient to keep the Body of Chriſt in Unity and Pu- 
* riſy, 1s not the Government of Chriit, 

* To make Rwptures inthe body of Chriſt, and to 
* divide Church trom Church, and to ſet up Church a+ 
* gainlt Church , and togather Churches out of true 
© Churches ; ard becauſe we differ in ſome things, there- 
© fore to hold Chaurch-communionin nothing z this we 
© think hath no warrant fromthe word oft*God, and 
*willintroduce all manner of Confuſion into Churches 
*and Families 3 and not only diſturb, but in a little 
© tinie deltroy the power of Godlineſs, purity of Ke- 
* ligion, peace of Chriſtians, and ſet open a wide gap 
*to bring in Atheiſm, Popery, Hereſy, and all manner of 
© WWickedneſs, 

Mr. Thomas Edwards in the firſt part of his Gangre- 
a, printed intheyear 1645 3 whoſe judgment 10 this 
particular has not only th: Approbation and Recom- 
mendationof Mr, Fawes Cranford , printed with the 
ſaid Books but of a buge number of Miniſters from 
all parts of the Nation very largely expreſt in their ſe- 
veral Letters, ſent to him the ſaid Mr. Edwards, and 
ſtill remaining upon Record in the ſecond and third 
Parts of his Gangrena: So that what He has written in 
this particular is not to be looked upon as his own 
fiogle judgment, but as the judgment of very many 
others, fignified by his pen. He writes his judgment in 
theſe words. pag, 58, 59, 85. 

* A Toleration is the grand deſign of the Dewi/, his 
© maſter-piece and chief engine he works by at this 
*time to uphold his tottering Kingdom; it is the 
© moſt Compendions ready ſure way to deſtroy all Re- 
© [igron, lay all waſte and bring 1n all Exi/, Iris a 
© moſt tranſcendent , catholick, fundamental evil, for 
© this Kingdom of any that can be imagined, As 0rz- 

ginal 


for Unifozmity. 
Coinal finis the moſt fundamental (in, all fin, having 


| ©the ſeed and ſpawn ot all in it: So a Toleration hath 


Call Errors in it, and all evils; it is againſt the 
*whole ſtream and current of Scriptzre both in the 


* old and new Teſtament , both in Matters of Faith, 


* and Manners, both general and -.particular com- 
* mands; it overthrows all Ke/ations both Political, 
* Eccleſiaſtical and Oeconomical ; and whereas other 
* evils, whether errors of judgment or praiſe, are 
© but againſt fome one or tew places of Scripture or 
© Relation , this is agaioſt 44; thisis the 4baddon, 4- 
*pollyon the deſtroyer of all Religion, the Abomination 
Cof defolation and aſtoniſhment; the liberty of per- 
© dition (as St, Auſtin calls it) and therefore the Dewil fol- 
* lows it night and day, working mightily in many by 
< writing bocks for it, and otherwayes, all the Devils 
*in Helland their Inſtruments being at work: to pro- 
* mote a To/cration, | 

© A Toleration will undo All. Firſt,briog inSceptz/czſp 
©in doctrine and Looſeneſs of Life, and afterwards all 
* Atheiſm, O let the Miniſters therefore oppoſe To!e: 
* ration, as being that by which the Dev! would at 
* orice lay a foundation for his Kingdom to all genera» 
* tions, Witneſs againſt it in all places, poſſeſs the 
© Magiſtrates of the evil of it, yea and the people 
* too, thewing them how it a Toleration were gran- 
© ted, they would never have Peace in their Famzlys 
© more, or ever after have command of Wives 
©Children, Servants; but they and their poſteri- 
© ties after them are like to live in diſcontent 
*and unquietneſs of mind all their dayes. 

The ſame Mr. Edwards in the year 164.1 printed a 
Book, entituled , Keaſors againſt a Toleration, in 


which Book he gives ten Reaſons againſt it, and an- 
| {wers 


Page 57s 
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ſwers all thoſe Reaſons that were brought for it. In the 
year1644 the ſaid Mr,Edwards printed another Book, 
called Antapologia; towards the cloſe of which Book, 
iz, from p.280, to p. 397, he does give eight other 
Reaſons againſt a Toleration. And in the year 1647 
He printed a book conliſtiog of 218 pages concer- 
ning the Unlawfſulneſs and Miſchiefs both of an univerſal 
Toleration of all Keligions and Conſciences , and of ali- 
mited and bounded, of ſome SeFs only; called, The 
caſting down of the laſt and ſtrongeſt hold of Satan, or 
a treatiſe again(t Toleration, and pretended Liberty of 
Conſcience. 

Mr. Daniel Cawdry a member of the Jate 4ſembly 
of Divines, in his book called Independency a preat 
Sckiſm, printed in the year 1657, uſeth theſe expreſli- 
ONS, Pag. 13914315,17. 

*The Commonwealth of rae! never proſpered 
C better then when it enforced Uniformity in the 


© way of Aeligion preſcribed. 


To the objeRion that Uniformity enforced is the 


readieſt means in the world to root out all Religion 


from the hearts of men ; He returns theſe ſeveral an- 


ſwers, | 
© x. That it was by God thought the beſt way to 


 Eplant and preſerve Religion inthe hearts of the Few. 


*Thoſe great Reformers (o famous among them, Fo- 
© iah,&c. are recommended for compelling of peo- 
*ple, and binding them by Oath to ſerve the 
*Lord, | 

© 2. The Parable of compelling men to come into 
*the wedding ſeems (in the judgment of no mean Di- 
© vines)to allow a power to bring men to the publick 


© ordinances of worſhip. 


3 Toleraticn 


for Unifozmity. 


© 3. Toleration ( which is our preſent condition ) 
hath done much more towards the rooting of Re- 
* /igion Out of the hearts of many mea in ſeven years, 
* then the enforcing of Uniformity did in leventy 
© years, 


*4, To compel Uniformily ( ina true or falſe way) pag: 15: 
© may by the corruptions of mens hearts breed Hipocri- 
* /y, Formality, Atheiſm and anxiety of Conſcience 
*i0 ſome; but good aud gracious Suuls have been 
* diſcovered and purifyed by it, as the three Chilares 
* and Martyrs have maulfelted. | 


© 5. Many,at leaſt ſome that were enforced to cor- 
© formity in the Worſhip of God, 1n Families or Con- 
* gregations, have bleſled God for that compullion, who 
© before were Atheiſts or Profane , while they had a 
* curſed intolerable toleration to be of any or no Reli- 
* 0108, 


© Laſtly, the will indeed cannot be forced to be: 
© lieve ; but that profetled Chriſtians ſhould be com- 
* pelled to that external profeſſioa of that only 
E way of worſhip , which Chriſt has ioſtituted, ſeems 
* as equal and reaſoilable, as it is unreaſonable that 
* men beleft to their own choice, to worſhip God 
© either notat all, or after their own fancies. And 
© he that denys this ſeems to men to be, it aut an 
* Atheiſt,a Sceptick in Religion. 


* | would know\why the enforcing Uniformity is pag. 17: 
* called by the name of bloody perſecatzon, Surcly to 
© enforce conformity to the way ot God is not perſecy> 
* ton much leſs bloody ; _ is 4 juſt per/ecution of 
| evil 


| 1O 
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evil and refraftory rebels to' the Kingdom of 
* Chriſt. | 

\ir. Hrll:am Aſſrton 1 his book called Teleration 
dtſupproved and condemned, printed the ſecond time 


inthe yet 16/70 gives an account of 20 eminent Di- - 


ves { matt 33 nut all of them members of the Jace 
{ſſerrbiy) B+cl:ring and by convincing arguments 
Povivs, the great evil of a Toleration in their 
Sermon; beiore the Parliament on Solemn occafi- 
O13, ; 


Mr. Samu*rl Ratherford, Profefior of Divinity tn 
the U -iverlity of S:. Ar:drews, in his Book called 4 
Free Dijputation againſt pretended Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, uvicth theſe exprefitons, p. 98, 99. * Such opi- 
5 ions and praftices as make an evident Schiſm in a 
* (hurch, and ſet up two diſtin Churches of different 
* forms of Government, and pretending to different 
© inſticutions of Chriſt, of which the one muſt by the 
© nature of thczir principles labour the deſtruction of 
* the other, cannot be tol-rated, For each pretend- 
© ing th:ir fellow. Churches to be of man, and ſo of the 
* Devi', though they ſhould both make one true ii1- 
C viſible Church , agreeing in all Fundamentals and 
* many other Truths, yet ſure the whole would be a 
© kingdom divided againſt it felf, and that deſtroy- 
* eth peace and unity. And if Paxl could not endure 
* the divifjons of one and the ſame Church of Corinth, 
* though they pretended nof to be different Churches, 
* for thoſe that ſaid they were of Pax/, profefied they 
©could not be Diſciples of Peter, but he ſharply re- 
*buked them as carna/, and 'ſuch as divided Chris?, 
© and by conſe quence muſt ſay that Paw! was crucified 
* for them, and was their Redeemer, and fo if obſti: 

* nately 


fo2 Anifozmity, 


© nately they had proceeded in that ſeparation, Paul 
* would have gone on to higher cenſures{ of the 
© Church, far more could he not endure the gather- 
Cing of true Churches out of true Churches, which is 
© the profeſled praft.ce of the Independents. From 
Pp: 145. top. 236. of the fame Book, the ſaid Author 
does produce lixteen ſeveral arguments againft Tole- 
ration or pretended liberty of Conſcience, aud does an- 


ſwer ſuch Objections as might be raiſed againſt 


. them, 


Mr., Thozras Shephard, Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt 
at Cambridge in New-England, in his Book called The: 
ſes Sabbatice, or The DoFrine of the Sabbath, printed 
in the year 1555, thus declares his judgement, 


P. 311, 312, 


In 


©It's a thouſand times better to ſuffer perſecution pag. iii, 
© for righteouſneſs ſake and for a good conſcience, then pag: 112. 


© to defire and plead for Tol:ration of all Conſciences, 
© that ſo by this cowardly device and lukewarm prin» 
© ciple our own may be untouched. It was never 
C heard of till now of late, that any of Gods Prophets, 
© Apoſtles , Martyrs, faithful Witneſſes, &c. that they 
©ever pleaded for liberty in error, but only for the 
© zruth, which they preached and praved tor, and 
© ſuffered for unto the death, and their ſuff-rings for 
«the Truth with zeal and patience, faith and conſftza- 


© cy, have done more good then the way of univers. 


© ſal Toleration is like to do, which is purpoſe!y invent» 
«ed to avoid trouble. Truth hath ever ſpread by vp- 
© poſition, but error, being a child of Satan, bath 


* fled by a zealous reliltipg it. 
B 2 la 
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| 16g dr In the Anſwer from New-England to the 32 Queſti. 
p - 1 x9 ons, ſent by ſome Lancaſhire Miniſters, who diſliking 


| and Aucep/!. the Ceremonies of the Church, and having ſome 


4 


? 


Xt 
7 
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p.259. 


© [Pag. 113» 


thoughts of leaving their Countrey, did propoſe it 


to thule of New-Exgland, whether they "might have 
liberty according to their corſciences to go into a 
Church way, ſomething different from theirs, and 
nut aiiogether after the Independent prpular Govirn: 
ment: Tis replyed, © That they cculd not grant 
* ary other form of Government but one, ſeeing there 
* 1s bur one way of Church- Government laid down in 
*the Word, and that unchangeeble, and: therefore 
5 they cannot yield to it. 


Now as concerning this Queſtion, Whether the 
penalty of the Law ought ro be irfl ted on thoſe 
who pretend conſcience, in oppoſition to what the 
Law commands? Mr, fohn Humphrey in his Book cal 
led The Authority of the Magiſtrate about Religion diſ- 
cuſſed, printed in the year 1672, has reſolved it thus, 
P. 113, 114- 


* When men pretend they make a conſcience of a 
*thing, and indeed do not, I would have the a- 
© giſtrate aboye all men to execute the Law upon 


' Fluch, ( ſuppoſing they judge the Law righteous ) 


© and make them an example, If you will ſay, But 
* how thall the agrfirate know this, ſeeing no man 
© can judge of anothers heart? I acknowledge rea- 
* dily thar this is a difficulty, and the chiet thing 
© which requires the apritrates prudence and faith: 


*{ulne$s : Yet this | ſay, that every man for all thar, 


* being jadge of his own aCts, and the puniſhing or 
* furbrariog a perſvn, beiog what the Magiſtrate 
wa * does 


_ 


- » 


xvi 


fo2 Uuiformity. 


T3 


* does, he muſt and can but go according to his jude 995 + 


* ment, He uſes the mediums as 2a wile man does, 

*ard lawfully may take his conjeRture, ( the tree is 
© known by tis fruit ) and it 1s not neceiſiry that it 
* ſhould of ccrtain, but ovly that it be certain that he 
> © ſo judge and if he be convinced io his foul, and 

© indeed Judges the mans profciſion only to be PFe- 

* tence, it is his own judgement, and nothing elſe cain 

* determine him. Althuugh where the perſon 1s ſe- 


_ Erious in what he declares, and not under any pub- 


£ lick note of perfidiouſneſs, the rule of Charity, 
© which hopeth all things and thinketh no evil, muſt 1n- 
© cline him to the beſt conſtruction, 


Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs had given the ſame Refolu- 
t5on in ef{e& long betore, in his Book called Irenicum, 
pricted 11 the year 1645. F- 39, JO, 31, 33, 34, 366 


35 30: 


The Drvil muſt not be I1ct alone, though he be got 
1950 -mens Conſciences. God hath appuiated no Ci- 
ty.of R:ifugetorhims it he fives to mens Conſciences 
as Joab did to the Horns of the Altar, he muſt be 
fetched from thence, or fallen upon there. S:me- 
thing may be dove to keep them from evil, and to 
reduce th 'm, notwith(tanading the plea of their Gon-, 
ſcience;r, This ſaid, he does proceed tb (hew what 
may be done to a man in ſuch a caſe. Thele things, 
he ſcys, may be done. 


© 1. Any man that pleads his Cor/ci:nce, may be 
*required to, give ad account of his Conſcience. [t-1s 


*not enough for him to ſay his Conſcience puts him 


© upon ſuch a thing, or keeps him trom ſuch a thiog, 
Che 


Pa 9. Zoe 
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* he muſtgive an account of the grounds on which 
© ſonfcience goes. It is againſt the light of nature that 
©* menin ſociety ſhould do things of which they need 
© give no account to any whatſoever. 


*2. Dueenquiry is to be made whether the Devi! 
© be indeed in the Conſcience. It may be you will 
Cfird him in ſome other room of the ſoul, only he 
* pretends to that as his SandFuary, hoping to eſcape 
© better there then any where elſe, If he ſhould be 
* found in a mans #7/7/, he thinks he ſhou!d be hunted 
* out With violence, he could not eſcape there, but 
' he hopes men will deal more tenderly with Couſct- 
*ence ; therefore either thither he will ger, or at 
© leaſt he will give it out that he is got in there, ho- 
*ping you will erquire after him no further, when ic 
*1s given out he has taken Refuge there, As a Aale> 
*faFor ſearched after, it may be he is Jurkiog in ſome 
* houſe not far from you, but that' you may either 
© not ſearch, or ceaſe ſearching , he cauſes jt to be 
* givenout that he is got into ſome ſtrong Caſte, or 
© ſome other Conuntrey, where there is little hope to 


 Ccomeat him, 


Hereupon he puts the Queſtion, by what ſigns it 
may be known whether the Devz! be got into a mans 
-- *_iC It may be known he tells us by theſe 
Igns, ' 


*r. If a mans private Intereſt is much engaged in 
© what he pretends Conſcience for, this may be cnough 
*to raiſe ſuſpicion, though it be no determining 
* Rule, cc, 


Cc 2.1t 


XUM 


fo} Unifozmity, 15 


©2, If in the Courſe of a mans life, he appears Ps 3'- 
*not to be much under the command of his Coz- 
© {czence ,| but can take Liberty as he pleales, 


ENCe & 


© 2, When, the account a man gives, cannot in 
© any rational way be judged ſuch, giving allow- 
© ance t0//all his weakneſſes, as ſhould probably- 
* miſl-ad him ſo grofly, as is apparent he is miſlzd, 


Ec 


© 4. [f a man be proud and turbulent 1a his car- 
Criagez by that you may know the Dewi is ra- 
©ther in the Wilt, then in the Conſcience, &c, 


cs, When a man is not willing to make uſe of ps 32 
© means to Inform his Conſcience, &c. 


©6, When a man by reaſon of Scripture is ſo put pag. 35. 
©toit, as he muſt either renounce his Error , or 
© fly from ſome of his own Principles , he will ra- 
* ther deny his Principles then yield himſelf con- 
*vinced of his error; The man that dnes thus, is 
* the man ſpoken of Tit. 3. I 1. that js *Ayroggrurper@& 
* condemned of himſelf, A Heretick after the firſt 
* and ſecond admonition reje@ , becauſe be is ſelf con- 
* demned.: By this Scriptare it is clear that a 
* mans Conſcience may be ſo far ſeen into, as there 
*may be a judgment paſſed upon a man, that he 
is a ſeif condemned man, &5c. 


Haviog enlarged upon thele ſignes he declares yet 
further what may be done to ſuch a man. 


© Notwith- 
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*Notwithſtanding his Conſcience he is to be caſt 
* out of the Society of the Saints; and not only fo, 
© but if - his error with'the profeſſion of it be de- 
*{truQtive to the State, and he cannot be reclaim* 
ed, he may likewiſe be cut off from it, or at 
* leaſt deprived of the priviledges of it, and bene- 
* fits by it, notwithſtzading his Plea of Conſcz- 


© exce. 


And leaſt it ſhould be thought that he herein 
ſpake only of the reſtraiit of men from dinge- 
rous groſs evils and not from evils o tlels mo- 
ment ; He does add concerning ſuch ; That, 


©A man may be put to fome trouble in thoſe ways 


© of evil, that his Conſcience puts him upon, ſo fer 


© as to take cff the wantonnefs of his ſpirit and_the 
*ncgleft of means : In'times of liberty there is 
* very great wantorineſs io mers Spreitsz they (ſtand 
*asin an equal ballance to receive truth or error ; E- 
* very little thing caſts the ballarce in many mens 
6 Spirits: as intereſt in a friend.; eſteem from ſuch 
* men of repute in ſome; in others the credit they 
© conceive. there is in being able to ſpeak further 
© in a buſineſs then other men, to have a further 
* infight into it than others; and a thouſand the 
* like - Now to help againſt ſuch temptations, if 
- Cthere be ſome trouble layed in the way, of that 
 *whichis apparently evil, ſo as men ſhall ſee there 
Cis ſomething to be ſuffered in that way ; if there 
*be no more grains of trouble then may help 
* againſt the wantonneſs and neglect of , mears, [I 
'*ſee no reaſon wby any ſhould be offended at 
* this. 
Mr, 


\ 


for Unifozmity. T7 

. Mr. James Noyes, that judicious and faithful Mini» 
fer of Chriit; for ſo the" Publiſher of his book. has: 

been pleaſed to ſtyle him; Collegue to Mr. Tho» 

was Parker, Paſtor of the Charch of Newbury in 
New-England , has in like ſort declared his judg- 

ment for the puniſhivg of offenders, notwith- 
ws their Plea of , Conſcience, in his book cal- ; 


——_— YET TI—I IEEE 1, 


led Moſes and Aaron ; recommended by the faid Mr. 
Thomas Parker, and here publiſhed in the year 
1661. by Mr. Benjamin Woodbridg , who at that 
time thought fit to ſtyle himſelf Refor of Newby- 
ry in the County of Berks. The ſaid Mr. James 
| Noyes,pag. 69 and 50, diſcourfing, of the power of 
Magiſtrates over: the Church, under Chriit the Head, 
does affirm, | | 


© That Magiſtrates have a ſupream power under p:g-49. _ 
} * Chrift to ſee the whole Law of God kept without R*'7:19- 
*exception - That it is the Aagiſirates duty to re- pn 4 
© form all abuſes without exception : That it is the 2 ©bron-15. 
© Magiſtrates end to puviſh and to put away allevil; 33:5. * 
| * to maintain all god/ineſs and peace among al] per» Neh.13.13.., 
*ſons: [That Adagifirates receive power from Chriſt Src | 
© as Mediator: All power is given to him, and there- 10.3. 
* fore comes from him, and is givep by him to others : F2:53.11- 
*And Mogiſfirates receive power 'from Clrii? with- Wh 18 
| - © out exception in a politick way, therefore their '- 
* power is correſpondent to Chriſts Mediatorial pow- - mm 
Cerin a politick, way 3 elſe the Church would be de- 4 
© ſolated with Herefies , 1dolatry, Prophanenefs. It 
<©is needfull that Magiiirates. ſhould have power to 
*preſerve the Church. from deſolation by taking a» 
© way Foxes and Wolves, &c. and their power is no 
© where limited in this reſpec, and therefore they 
| | G-:+_ * have 
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© have ſuch power, as tO take away Foxes aged 
: WWo'ver, KC. | 8 * | 


may not puniſh fins of conſcience, he returns this An» 
ſwer, That they may ; which he there proves at large 
by fourteen ſeveral Arguments , p. 72473, 74, 75. 
viz, thus : | 


© Sins committed by the miſunderſtanding of Gods 
Word may be puniſhed, therefore fins of conſcience 
© may be puniſhed. A plea from Gods Word js great- 
Cer then a plea of con/cience. | The Jews might have 
© been puniſhed for their killiog of Criſs, though 
*they pleaded from Gods Word that he had deſerved 
*it by laſpherny, | | 


*2, Men may be puniſhed when they ſio in Re/s- 
© oiows Zeal ;, ſo Saul murdered the Gibeonites, and 
* the Jews Chriſt. Zeal argues a love of duty, and 
© an apprehenfion of conſcience, in reference to Gads 
| Mat.26.522 <command. Peter was threatned with death by 
| Cthe ſword, for uſing the ſword unlawfully, though 
| 6 conſcientiouſly, in a way of Religious zeal, Paul's 

ARt.26,66 anad zeal was conſcientions, A mad conſcience had 
C need be reſtrained. 


*'y Magiſtrates as well as Maſters and Fathers of 

© Families may make, and therefore execute Laws 
* ,© againſt an erroneous conſcience. They may con- 

| Deut. 13.13 6 firm Gods judicial Laws, which puniſhed &dolatyy, 
E -1f/ ©and therefore an erroneous conſcience {7 

* 4, Negligence is puniſhable without —_—_— 
Tr 


pag. 72. And in p. 72, to the ObjeQion, That Megifirady 


XU 


* and conſcience 13 negligent when a man fins, Aden 
© his conſcience was negligent in the at, though not 
* inthe habit, when he firſt ſinned, and accordingly 
* puniſhed. A negligent and corrupt Judge is pu- 
| - E©niſhed, though ignorant. A corrupt conſcience is 
| *a corrupt Judge, Conſcientia eft teſts , judex & 
© inde: 


| 5. © God does puniſh Sins of Comſcience and Aſagi- Deut. 17, 19; 
| © ſtrates are God: Vicegerents and not reſtrained in this -—o_ 19. 


* reipett, 


*6. Magiſtrates under the Law did puniſh fins of E*- 32 4. 
© Conſcience; and Law is not changed in this re- **** 13-13? 


, ſpe . 


©, Men may commit murders, perſecute and deſo» Johs 16. 2. 
C late the Church in a way of conſcience, therefore _— pf 
© they may be puniſhed for Sins of conſcience, Men 
© may be puniſhed in reference to fios of the #9ind,and 

* why. not ir reference to ſins of conſcience alſo? Mad 

© men having not the uſe of a rational mind are noc 

© puniſhable. A conſcience is a power of the mind, 

* whereby we diſcern the rule and judg of our ations 

* and conformity thereunto. The Sonl, mind and 

© conſcience are puniſhed immediately by God, the 

©* body immediately by man. Conſcience is formally . 

© puniſhed,though mediately, as well as formally ; the 

c ſubje&s/of heat from fire, though mediately by 

© the ayr. A murderous heretical coxſcierce bad need be 

corrected , not direted only, Afchiores ducit amor, 

Oplures tamen corrigit timor. 


| ©g, If Direfion be not ſufficient, then corre; 2 Tim, 3.16 
C 2 6 078 


; 


| 
| 


'' 
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'*onis to be applyed to Conſcience to the whole 
man, ' | 


bifep 3. 10, *©10. All Diſobedience is to be correted without 
I Tim. I, 9. Y Exception, 


Heb.10.22. *11r. Conſcience is but a natural power of the 
Tite 1-15, 16. © $0u}, and therefore corrigible, as other natural pow: 
| Cers offending as 'well as the affeRions and- the will 
*2nd the mind, cc. Men may conſcienciouſly neglect 

©o hear the Church, yea perſecute the Church com- 

© ſcienciouſly , which is worſe, Men may be puniſh- 

'ed as contemptuous ' and wiltul , affeRting igno- 

*rance, morally mad. A maſter of a Family cor- 

*rupted had need be corrected rather then others, 

* becauſe ſo many do depend on his lntegrity, A 

© Drunkard that is wont tobe miſchievons, and yet 

f follows the cups, deſerves Pythacus his Law, a dou- 

A 23.14. *ble puniſhment. Ir the ſworn Fews had kil'd Paul, 
*they had murdered him in Conſcievwce, A rod is for 

* the fools back, and conſcience is naturally fooliſh. A 

Tir.3.3, © conſcience that ferveth Juſts, is. contemptuous , 
2 Per. 2. 3,5. © wiltully ignorant, atfecting 1gaocance, and'natural: 


It. 3233 ©]y conſcience does ſerve luſts. The Thief and the 


ph L). * Adulterer may have ſuch a conſcience as to think 
al, 5%» 29,6 ghat God ir like tothem. Heathens have worſhiped 
" God by adulterous proſtitution, Mea are in a ſenſe 

* conſcienciouſly criminal , when conſcience permitteth 

© the perpetration of crimes, not only when it com: 

* mands, If a corrupt conſcience maketh Gods Houſe 

*a den of thieves,it. is meet it ſhould be whipt our. 

*If conſcience be a den for thieves and a ſhelter for 

* rarderers, it muſt not be tollerated, Gods own Tem: 


- - * ple mult not ſecure ſuch. ; 
, : I 3, Mi- 


| XUÞ 


—þ 


fo} Unifozmity: 


© j3. Miniſters are topuniſh conſcjence. 


c 14 IF conſcience is not to be correQed , it is be» 
© cauſe it is ignorant, or becauſe there is ſome good- 


©neſs in it, or for ſome other reaſon z But no ſuch 


© conſideration does excuſe it Not the firſt,for there 
© is greateſt ignorance in the greateſt ſins, yet they are 
© the greateſt Sins. There is more ignorance of ſome 
© high principles in fins againſt known principles, then 
© in fins that are called ſins of ignorance, The more 
&knowledg the leſs fin, therefore the more igno- 
France the. more fin, . It appears that the will follows 


©the intelle&t in mad-men. The Will doth - not a&t 
' © like the Appetite of a brute. All Juſts are luſts of 


* ignorance, True Knowledg doth hinder Sin, be- 
© cauſe it doth forbid Sin, and the Will cannot but 
« follow the ultimate dictate of the intellet. 02- 
@nis malus eſt ſtultws ommis peccans eſt ignarus, Igno- 
' rantia juris non excuſat. Ignorance deſerves pity, 
©yet it doth not excuſe from puniſhment. | Not the 
© ſecond, there is ſome goodneſs in a heathens conſci- 
© emce. Godliineſs in truth according to the Goſpel 


* doth not exempt from puniſhment. Conſcience fo 


© far 2s it argues agood man, renders one the more 
c worthy . of regard , but not free from puniſh. 


-« ment, 17 parit cu'pis preſentibus , vitia tranſmittit ad 


c poſteros. 


Luk. 


2x 
2 Car. JO, 9, | 
Ge 
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/  L[uk:; 19. 32; 

Out of thine own mouth will 1 judg thee, o# 
thou wicked Servant. | 


Rom, 2. 1. 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable, oh Man who. 
ſoever thou art that judgeſt : for where- 
in thou judgeſt another, chou condemneſt | 
thy ſelf, for thou that judgeſt doeſt the 
ſame things. 


Fer. Burroughs Iren, p. 215.1. 28, 
The Lord may juſtly judg us our of our 
own mouths, 


